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John_Warta@gstworld.net wrote:
>
> Thank you for your letter of today. I am encourage by your letter, and the
> hope that the FCC will favorably address this issue. Obviously, they have
> acted on behalf ofNextwave to open Foreign ownership. I do suggest one
> other alternative to your deferred payment plan, and that is a franchise
> fee. The fee would be sturctured based on the price per POP paid for the
> licenses, similar to the following:
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
> This structure would delay the payments of any real size to the backend of
> the 10 years like your proposal, create an immediate franchise asset (the
> license) which could be leveraged and liened for Wall Street, and enable
> the FCC to save face, because it won't be until 10 years from now, when we
> know whether or not the Franchise Fee would equal the actual bid price. A
> delay of the Interest and Bid Prices for 5 years is very helpful, but
> paying interest and principal 5 years from now on very high prices will
> still be very high.
>
> Your consideration of this alternate payment plan would be appreciated.
> Perhaps, the FCC might allow the operator to pick, either a deferred
> payment, or a franchise fee concept.
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Midlaol Roberts
a.itmamdCEO
R.obc:rIs-R.obe & Associates, u.c
1~No. Kinpbipway
St. Louis, Missouri 63113

DearMr. JtobeJ:1$:

I have received a copy oftha NatioDal Association ofPCS BD1rcp6DlWls
(NAPE) position paper on mtructuriDg C aDd F block debt. NextWave is very
auppol1ive ofyourpositiGll that the FCC shoWd:n:straetareC IDdFblock debt.
w. appreciate your efbta to stilt b ctil10l on au tpprOpiiate rcstrDcrIJring .
solution and to provide the Federal ComaamieatioDs CcmuniIsion (FCC) with
UIdb1 information.

NmWave pllDs to file COIDIDCIltS to theFCC~s ncentJy tel-.ed public notice
OD tbis subjectat will address 1he spodcs ofyoarpropaIIllt tbat time.
gowev.~ as an eIltreplaneuria1res company aDd a member oENAl'£. we
wisbed in advaDce to express support tor your effozts.

SiQcerely,

cc: IC.cwiD CaItoIl
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

BROADBAND PCS C AND F BLOCK
INSTALLMENT PAYMENT ISSUES

)

)

)
}

}

)

}

)

)

WT Docket No. 97-82
DA 97-679

COMMENTS OF NABT?

The National Association of Black Telecommunications

Professionals, Inc., (-NABTpU) respectfully submits its

comments in the above-captioned proceeding.

NABT? is a proponent of restructuring the C and F Block

repayment schedule to suspend all payments until the fifth

year of a license (coupled with rigorously enforced facility

build out requirements) along with the repayment of the

balance of the. principal and interest over the remaining

five year schedule.
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COMMENTS

The NABTP was formed in 1991 as a not-for-profit

corporation dedicated to the advancement of minorities

specifically within the field of telecommunications. Among

other things, the NABTP identifies and analyzes technology

issues that intersect with issues relevant to minority

telecommunications professionals nationally, highlights

those issues for our membership, and for legislative and

regulatory entities.

It is our belief that the current C and F Block

repayment schedule will negatively impact upon minority

ownership opportunities, minority employment opportunities,

and competition. The current schedule whereby interest only

payments must be submitted quarterly for the first five (S)

years of the license and interest plus principal during

years six (6) through ten (10) is a serious drain on the

financial re.ources of the C and F Block pes licensees;

namely minority and women-owned bu.inesses, and small

businesses. ~is financial obligation seriously impedes the

C and F Block pes licensees ability to negotiate competitive

financing terms and the ability to attract investors. The

current FCC payment schedule requires licensee. to choose

2



JUN. - 26' g- (THUl 1824 SWBT COPY BUREAU TEL 314 923 1166 P.005

restructuring of the repayment schedule coupled with

enforcement of facility build out requirements would dictate

that current staffing levels be increased thereby creating

new employment opportunities for minorities. And last but

not least, C and F Block licensees would have a real

opportunity to accomplish the purpose for which they were

authorized - increased competition.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathan Roberts

Attorney at Law

7442 Ahern Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri 63130
(314) 862-5853

May 20, 1997

4


